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Cheat Bridge carries US Route 250 over Shavers Fork in Randolph County.   The bridge 
consists of a 110-foot simple span rivet connected pony truss (Camelback Warren) supported on 
concrete abutments.   The trusses are rivet connected and the stringer’s connections now consist 
of welds as opposed to the original rivet connections.   A bridge plaque is located on the 
downstream end post of abutment 1 listing the fabricator and builder.   The bridge was erected in 
1934 by Monty Brothers Company of St. Albans, WV.   The steel superstructure was fabricated 
by Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company of Pittsburgh, Pa.   

Cheat Bridge is listed on the 1990 Final List of Historic Bridges in WV.  It is eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its association with the development of 
US Route 250 in WV.   It is also eligible under Criterion C for its engineering significance (good 
example of a pony truss), association with an important bridge builder in WV (Monty Brothers 
Company), and association with a nationally known bridge fabricator (Pittsburgh-Des Moines 
Steel Company).

Cheat bridge was renovated by state forces in 1983 in which several repairs and 
replacements were made.  The bridge is currently rated as poor and is considered to be 
structurally deficient.   A considerable number of superstructure members are deemed “Fracture 
Critical” and failure of these members can result in collapse of the bridge.   The bridge seat is 
cracked and deteriorated at the downstream end.  The downstream end of the backwall at 
Abutment 2 shows scaling and spalling.   There is section loss at the upstream diagonals on the 
inside flange, the lower downstream chord, inside of the gusset plate downstream at the end of 
the lower chord, and at the ends of the floorbeams.   The underside of the deck form pans shows 
heavy rust and the lower chord batten and splice plates show section loss, as do the upstream 
channel member and wearing surface (WVDOH 1991, 2014).

The steel superstructure was fabricated by Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Des Moines, Iowa.  It was erected in 1934 by Monty Brothers 
Company of St. Albans, West Virginia.   Little information has been found regarding Monty 
Brothers Construction.   They are recognized as an important bridge builder in WV.  Several 
bridges in WV were built by the company including White Oak Bridge in Boone County and LCPL 
Larry S. Heater Memorial Bridge in Lewis County.   Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company was 
established in 1916 and after multiple name changes was known as Pitt-Des Moines, Inc in 1985 
(FTC.gov).   Little information other than name changes can be found.  The company has been 
heavily involved in the construction of steel bridges and water tanks since the early to mid-1900s.   
The company is a nationally known bridge fabricator (Bakic, 2016).  

Cheat Bridge was constructed in 1934 when US Route 250 was expanding into Virginia.   
US Route 250 was created in 1928 and traveled from Grafton, WV to Norwalk, Ohio.   In 1934 it 
expanded to Richmond, VA and roughly followed the route of the Staunton Parkersburg Turnpike.   
US Route 250 was a spur of US Route 50 and became a major east-west transportation route.   

Pony Truss bridges are typically represented by the sides of a truss extending, but not 
connecting, above the roadbed (Cridlebaugh, 1999-2008).   Pony Truss bridges normally 
contained riveted connections. Camelback truss designs consist of a polygonal upper chord with 
five slopes.  This type of design can provide a savings of material because the center span has 
the greatest depth of truss (NCDOT, 2013).
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Cheat Bridge
U.S. Route 250
Shavers Fork
Randolph County, West Virginia

Photographer: Randy Epperly     October 2016

CHEAT BRIDGE-1        View of Cheat Bridge looking north.
CHEAT BRIDGE-2        View of Cheat Bridge looking north.
CHEAT BRIDGE-3        View of Cheat Bridge looking south.
CHEAT BRIDGE-4        View of Cheat Bridge looking south.
CHEAT BRIDGE-5        View of upstream truss member.
CHEAT BRIDGE-6        View of downstream truss member looking north.
CHEAT BRIDGE-7 View of connection on upstream truss.
CHEAT BRIDGE-8 View of guardrail on upstream truss. 
CHEAT BRIDGE-9 View of bridge plate on downstream truss at southern end of bridge.
CHEAT BRIDGE-10 View of bridge plate on upstream truss at northern end of bridge.
CHEAT BRIDGE-11 View of bridge deck.
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY
                 INVENTORY FORM
 

Street Address

Located on US Route 250, 
spanning Shavers Fork.

Common/Historic Name/Both
                                                                                     
Cheat Bridge

Field Survey #

HPI #1

Site #      (SHPO Only)

RD-0895

Town or Community

Cheat Bridge

County

Randolph

Negative No. NR Listed Date

Architect/Builder

Superstructure fabricated by 
Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel 
Company.     Erected by Monty 
Brothers Company.

Date of Construction

1934
Renovated 1983

Style     (SHPO Only)

Exterior Siding / Materials

 Rivet Connected Pony Truss 
(Camelback Warren)

Roofing Material 

Deck Material: Concrete filled 
grid deck with a seal coat 
wearing surface. 

Foundation   

Abutments:  Concrete

UTM        Zone17     NAD 1983

Easting   0598381E 
Northing  4274702N 

Property Use or Function

Transportation

Quadrangle Name

DurbinSurvey Organization & Date
WVDOH
October 4, 2016 Part of What Survey / FR#

State County Route
S342-250-1.72
Federal Project
ACST-0250(239)D
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Name:  Cheat Bridge
Survey #:  HPI #1
Survey / FR#:  State Project No.  S342-250-1.72 

Present Owners
WVDOH

Owners Mailing Address
Building 5, Capitol Complex
Charleston, WV 25305

Describe Setting Unknown--<1 Acres
  Archaeological Artifacts Present

Cheat Bridge is located along US Route 250 in Cheat Bridge, Randolph County.  The area is within the Monongahela 
National Forest and the Durbin and Greenbrier Valley Railroad is located 125 feet south of the bridge.

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present) Stories        Front Bays

The existing structure consists of a 110 foot simple span rivet connected pony truss (Camelback Warren) supported on 
concrete abutments.   The trusses are rivet connected and the stringer’s connections now consist of welds as opposed 
to the original rivet connections.   The steel superstructure was fabricated by Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Des Moines, Iowa.  It was erected in 1934 by Monty Brothers Company of St. Albans, 
West Virginia.  A bridge plaque is located on the downstream end post of abutment 1 listing the fabricator and builder.  
The bridge was renovated by state forces in 1983.   The bridge is rated as poor and is considered to be structurally 
deficient.     

Alterations      Yes       No    If yes, describe    
1983 Renovations: Original stringers and connections replaced, floorbeams strengthened by welding plates, lower 
laterals and plates replaced, new deck and drains, new channel curbs and guardrail, end posts repaired, gabions 
placed at wingwalls, steel painted.   
1994:  Bridge was painted.
1996:  Seal coat and overlay placed on deck.
1997:  Spot painting.
1999:  Approaches painted.
2003:  Spot painting, end floorbeams shimmed, lower laterals repaired, backwalls and abutment seats patched.
2005:  Deck patched.

Additions       Yes       No    If yes, describe    

Describe All Outbuildings
N/A

Statement of Significance:  
See Continuation Sheet.

Bibliographical References

WVDOH Maintenance Division.  WV Bride Inspection Data.  Charleston, WV.  1991& 2014.
List of Historic Bridges.  1990.  WVDOH.
Bakic, Tracy D.  Whiteoak Bridge State Level Historic Documentation Report.   30 March 2016.

Form Prepared By:                                                                                         Date:  October 18, 2016

Name/Organization:  Randy Epperly 
Address:                    WV Division of Highways
                                  Capitol Complex
                                  Building 5, Rm. 463
                                  Charleston, WV 25305
                                 
Phone #:                   304-558-9385
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Name: Cheat Bridge
Survey Number: HPI #1
Project / FR#: State Project No. S342-250-1.72

Cheat Bridge was constructed in 1934 as part of US Route 250.  US Route 250 was created in 1928 from Grafton, WV to 
Norwalk, Ohio.   In 1934 the road was expanded to Richmond, VA and Cheat Bridge was built as part of this expansion.   
US Route 250 follows the old Staunton Parkersburg Turnpike route, although in the Cheat Bridge area it deviates slightly 
from the original alignment.   US Route 250 became a major east west route and a spur of US Route 50.  Cheat Bridge is 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its association with the development of the 
highway system.  

Cheat Bridge has no known association with a significant person or a significant part of a person’s life.   Therefore the 
bridge is not eligible under Criterion B. 

Cheat Bridge is 110 foot riveted pony truss (Camelback Warren) and is listed on the 1990 Final List of Historic Bridges in 
West Virginia.  The steel superstructure was fabricated by Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and Des Moines, Iowa and the bridge was built by Monty Brothers Company of St. Albans, WV.     Little 
information has been found regarding Monty Brothers Construction.   They are recognized as an important bridge builder 
in WV.  Several bridges in WV were built by the company including White Oak Bridge in Boone County and LCPL Larry S. 
Heater Memorial Bridge in Lewis County.   Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company was established in 1916 and after 
multiple name changes was known as Pitt-Des Moines, Inc in 1985 (FTC.gov).   Little information other than name 
changes could be found.  The company has been heavily involved in the construction of steel bridges and water tanks 
since the early to mid-1900s.   The company is a nationally known bridge fabricator (Bakic, 2016).  

Although an extensive renovation was performed in 1983, Cheat Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C for its engineering significance and association with Monty Brothers Construction Company and 
Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company.

The bridge is not likely to possess any information that will contribute to our understanding of early human history or 
prehistory.  The potential for information is minimal.  Cheat Bridge is not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion D.
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