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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE 

 
Location:                    WV Route 61 Alternate, spanning Dunloup Creek 
        Fayette County 
                                   West Virginia 
                                     
                                    USGS Oak Hill Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:  1945                  
 
Builder:                       Unknown 
 
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
         Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Dunloup Creek Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places  
          under Criterion A for its association with World War II and coal production in southern  
          West Virginia. 
                                      
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the structure due to its  

deteriorating condition.  The project will allow traffic, including school buses, a safer 
structure to cross Dunloup Creek.  The existing bridge warrants replacement.  The 
documentation was undertaken in October 2016 in accordance with a Memorandum 
of Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, West Virginia Department 
of Transportation, and West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office.   
 
No original plans are available. 

 
                                     Randy Epperly, Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25305 
                                     October 20, 2016 
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 The Dunloup Creek Bridge carries WV Route 61 Alternate (Virginia Street) over Dunloup 
Creek in Mount Hope, Fayette County.  It was built in 1945, by an unknown contractor.   No 
original plans were found for the bridge.  The bridge is eligible under Criterion A of the National 
Register of Historic Places for its significance with World War II and coal production in southern 
West Virginia.  
 The Dunloup Creek Bridge consists of a simple span wide flange beam and is supported 
by concrete abutments.   The bridge is 55 feet 8 inches long and has a deck width of 38 feet.  The 
bridge features a sidewalk on the upstream side and open faced parapets.  The 2015 Average 
Daily Traffic is 575 Vehicles per Day.   The bridge is rated as poor, structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight limits (WVDOH Bridge Files, 2013). 

The Dunloup Creek Bridge was built during World War II and is located in Mount Hope, a 
town in which several coal companies were located including the New River Company, which 
controlled the largest amount of Sewell coal in the area (The New River Company).   Coal was in 
high demand in the 1940s for use in factories helping with the war effort.  It is likely the Dunloup 
Creek Bridge was constructed to provide access to coal company offices in Mount Hope, as well 
as aid in the transportation of coal to factories and power plants. 

Dunloup Creek Bridge is classified as a steel stringer/multi-beam or girder type.   Girders 
that are perpendicular to the supports are called floorbeams and girders that are parallel to the 
supports are called stringers.  In West Virginia steel girder bridge examples are primarily from the 
1950s and 1960s but were first built in late 1890s.   Steel stringer bridges in West Virginia were 
extremely popular with the most located in the southern counties.  Many of the bridges were 
constructed in the 1930s but were first built in the late 1800s (Mead and Hunt). 
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Dunloup Creek Bridge 
WV Route 61 Alterate 
Dunloup Creek 
Fayette County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer: Randy Epperly          May 2015 
 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-1             Looking west toward Dunloup Creek Bridge along Rt. 61. 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-2             Looking east toward Dunloup Creek Bridge along Rt 61. 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-3             View of bridge plate located on downstream parapet. 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-4             View of downstream parapet on Dunloup Creek Bridge. 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-5             View of outside parapet. 
DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE-6             View of upstream girder and parapet. 
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West Virginia 
Historic Bridge Inventory Form

SHPO Survey No. FA-0224

Local Name DUNLOUP CREEK BRIDGE

Other Local Name

Owner State Highway Agency

Status Extant - in service

District 09 County Fayette

Location 0.04 MI E OF WV 16

Facility Carried By Structur WV 61 ALTERNATE

Features Intersected DUNLOUP CREEK

Latitude 37534800 Longitude 081094200

UTM-Northing

UTM-Easting

Main Span Type Steel Stringer/Multi-beam or Girder

Main Span Type Code 302

Number of Spans in Main Unit 001

Number of Approach Spans 0000

Structure Length (ft) 55

Length of Maximum Span (ft) 51

Year Built 1945

Year Reconstructed

Engineer or Designer Bethlehem Steel Company Builder or Fabricator

Bridge Plan Location District

Truss Bridge Type Truss Details

Arrangement

Connection Type

Alteration(s) Date of Alterations (Year)

Architectural Treatment(s)

Surrounding Land Use Residential

Type of Development Town - (small communities and hamlets)

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

LOCATIONAL AND SETTING INFORMATION

STRUCTURAL INFORMATION

BRIDGE HISTORY

BRIDGE DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

UTM Zone

Average Daily Traffic 001800 Year 2003

Sufficiency Rating 0620
(Note: Data current as of April 2006 database)

Skew 35

Additional Details: Common pierced concrete parapet. Concrete deck with asphalt overlay and concrete abutments and wingwalls.  Underside not 
accessible.  Near railroad.  Located in coal and railroad town of Mount Hope along WV 61 Alt.  The bridge has an association 
with the World War II and Coal Boom contexts. 

Bridge No. 10-061/00-000.04 BARS No. 10A155 Federal Bridge No. 00000000010A155 Bridge Design No.  1745.0

Bridge Plate Text
(1) plaque. "FA-S 302 B I, 1945, STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, Bridge NO. 1745"
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10A155_1.jpg

10A155_2.jpg

National Register Determination Undetermined

National Register Determination Date

Reason Not Evaluated

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION INFORMATION

This bridge has an association with a historic transportation system, program, event, trend, or policy identified through contextual research and survey 
activities.  Further research is needed to determine whether the bridge is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A.
This bridge is not eligible for the National Register under Criterion C as it does not illustrate the evolution or transition of a bridge type or an important 
variation in design, fabrication, or construction of a bridge type.  Additionally, it is not a distinguishable representation of a master's work and does not 
possess high artistic value as identified through contextual research.

Bridge No. 10-061/00-000.04 BARS No. 10A155 Federal Bridge No. 00000000010A155 Bridge Design No.  1745.0

Form Prepared By Mead & Hunt and KCI
Form Preparation Date 2013

West Virginia Historic Bridge Inventory Form
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM 
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Name:  Dunloup Creek Bridge 
Survey Number:  FA-0224 
Project / FR#:  State County Route: S310-61-0.02   ACST-0061(083)D  
 
 
Dunloup Creek Bridge was constructed in 1945, using funding provided by the Department of Defense.   The bridge is 
located in Mount Hope, Fayette County, which was the location of several coal company offices including the New River 
Company.   Coal was in high demand for use in factories helping the war effort in the 1940s.   It is likely Dunloup Creek 
Bridge was constructed to provide access to coal company offices in Mount Hope, as well as aid in the transportation of 
coal to factories and power plants.  The bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for 
its significance with World War II and coal production in southern West Virginia. 
 
The bridge is not associated with any significant person or associated with any length of time of such a person.  It is not 
eligible under Criterion B. 
 
Dunloup Creek Bridge is a steel stringer that is 55 feet long and contains pierced concrete parapets.   It was built in 1945 
by an unknown builder.   It does not contain significant architectural features and it is not associated with a master builder.  
The bridge is not eligible under Criterion C. 
 
The bridge is not likely to contain any information that will contribute to our understanding of human history or prehistory.  
The potential for information is minimal.  The bridge is not eligible under Criterion D. 




