
State Level Historic Documentation Report 
 

State Project No. S311-47-11.33 
Federal Project No. STP-0047(048)D 

 
 

 Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge 
Gilmer County 

 
 

 
 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Randy Epperly, Historian 
 

Department of Transportation 
Division of Highways 
Engineering Division 

Environmental Section 
 
 

February 8, 2017 



STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE 

 
Location:                    West Virginia Route 47, spanning Fink Creek 
        Gilmer County 
                                   West Virginia 
                                     
                                    USGS Vadis Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:  1939                  
 
Builder:                       Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works 
 
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
         Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places  

under Criterion A for its association with the Public Works Administration and 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal.  

                                      
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the structure.  The    

project will provide a bridge meeting current bridge standards to cross Fink Creek.  
The new bridge will also decrease the potential for flooding in the area.  The existing 
bridge warrants replacement.  The documentation was undertaken in December 
2016 in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement among the Federal Highway 
Administration, West Virginia Department of Transportation, and West Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office.   The bridge is scheduled to be replaced in 2018. 
 
Attached are plans for a bridge deck overlay dated 1989.   No original plans have 
been found. 

 
                                     Randy Epperly, Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25305 
                                     February 8, 2016 
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 The Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge carries WV Route 47 over Fink Creek in Gilmer County, 
just upstream from the confluence with Leading Creek.   The bridge was built in 1939 by the 
Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works.   Although original plans could not be found, 
attached are 1989 plans for a bridge deck overlay.  The bridge is eligible under Criterion A of the 
National Register of Historic Places for its “significant association with a historic transportation 
system, program, event, trend, or policy” (KCI, 2013)    
 Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge is a three simple span steel girder.  Each span is 55 feet long 
and the overall length from end to end parapet walls is 173 feet 4 inches.   It is a curved structure 
with a 45 degree right backward skew and supported by concrete spill through abutments and 2 
three-column concrete bents.  The bridge has 27 foot superstructure width and a 24 foot roadway 
width.   There is a 2 feet 9 inch high concrete balustrade type parapet wall with guardrail in front 
along each side. There are 2 plaques on the upstream side of the bridge, one has the bridge 
number, year of construction, and WV state seal.  The other plaque states: “Federal Emergency, 
Administration of Public Works Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States, Harold L. 
Ickes, Administrator of Public Works, Fink Creek Bridge, 1939” (WVDOH, 2012).     

The Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge was built to upgrade the crossing of Fink Creek when 
WV Route 47 was being upgraded and realigned.   Originally the Staunton Parkersburg Turnpike 
was located in the area.   In 1822 Claudius Crozet began to survey a route from Staunton, 
Virginia to the Ohio River.   The Virginia General Assembly appropriated the money in 1824, 
construction began in 1838, and the road was completed in 1845.   The turnpike was the primary 
route during the Civil War between eastern and western Virginia (Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike 
Alliance).    

 

 
Photo taken by WV State Road Commission, 1940-41. 
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The Public Works Administration (PWA) was created on June 16, 1933 as part of the 

National Industrial Recovery Act.   The act was part of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal to aid 
economic growth and provide employment (Public Works Administration).   Although the PWA 
spent billions and constructed many public projects like the Fink Creek Bridge, employment and 
the economy did not grow as expected.   The PWA was abolished in 1941 as spending and 
industries began supporting the World War II effort (Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Project). 
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Fink Creek W-Beam Bridge 
West Virginia Route 47 
Fink Creek 
Gilmer County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer: Randy Epperly              May 2016 
 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-1             View of Fink Creek W-Beam looking west. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-2             View of Fink Creek W-Beam looking east. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-3             Downstream side of Fink Creek W-Beam looking west.  
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-4             Upstream side of Fink Creek W-Beam looking west. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-5             Downstream side of Fink Creek W-Beam looking east. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-6             Downstream parapet looking east. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-7     Downstream parapet showing guardrail on east end. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-8     Downstream side of bridge showing piers.   
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-9     Bridge plates behind guardrail on upstream side. 
FINK CREEK W-BEAM BRIDGE-10     Federal Emergency of Public Works plate. 
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