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JOBES BRIDGE 

 
Location:                     County Route 12, over Long Drain Creek 
                                    Near Littleton 
                                    Wetzel County 
                                    West Virginia 
 
                                    USGS Littleton Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:  1927            
 
Builder:                        Luten Bridge Company  
                                    York, Pennsylvania 
                                     
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
                                    Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Jobes Bridge is significant for its master builder and engineering significance.                        
 
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the  
                                     bridge.  Any future deterioration of the bridge would result in its closure, the existing 
                                     bridge warrants replacement.  The documentation was undertaken in April 2015         
                                     in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement among the West Virginia  
                                     Department of Transportation and West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. 
                                     These measures are required prior to replacement of this National Register eligible  
                                     structure. 
 
                                     Sondra L. Mullins, Structural Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25301 
                                     April 21, 2015 
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          The Jobes Bridge is located in a rural 

area of Wetzel County on County Route 12, 

located 1.29 mile south of the junction with US 

Route 250, over Long Drain Creek.  The 

closest community is Littleton, which is about 

3 miles away.  The community of Littleton is 

one of three towns, the other two being Burton 

and Hundred that collectively make up the 

Hundred Community.  The town of Littleton, 

originally called Milo, is located in Wetzel 

County’s Clay District.  It was named for a pioneer family by the name of Little who settled there.  

As with Burton and Hundred, a portion of the Baltimore and Ohio (B & O) made its home in 

Littleton.  The railroad did much to encourage settlement there.  Little also was a part of the oil 

and gas boom of the 1880’s and became incorporated in 1892.  In 1906 Littleton was ravaged by 

fire.  As a result of the fire more than half of the residences in town were destroyed along with 

several stores, banks, a mill, a schoolhouse, and the B & O Station.  As a result of the disaster, 

Littleton received a new school building.  It was one of the first high schools in the state of West 

Virginia.  It closed in 1978 (along with Burton Grade School and Hundred Grade School) when 

Long Drain School was built in Metz. 

 

          The bridge was built in 1927 by the Luten 
Bridge Company of York, Pennsylvania. The 
Luten Bridge Company also known as National 
Bridge Company was founded in 1901 by 
Daniel B. Luten.  Luten’s concrete arch designs 
attained prominence and popularity throughout 
the eastern United States between 1900 and 

1930.  By 1907, according to a company 

catalog, Luten’s firm had designed more than 
700 bridges; by 1919, some 17,000 spans had 
been designed by the company.  Luten’s firm is 

known to have built a number of reinforced concrete arches.  Daniel Luten received several 
patents for his concrete arch bridge designs.    
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The bridge consists of one reinforced concrete arch span (SCDG) supported by two arch shaped 

girders and stub abutments with full height retaining walls.  The overall length is 82’0” and the 

arch is 60’0” long.  In the latest bridge inspection report (August 18, 2014), the bridge is listed in 

poor condition with a 15 Ton weight limit.  The average daily traffic (ADT) in 2013 was 50 

vehicles.  The bridge is used by local traffic, mail carriers, school buses, and commercial two way 

traffic.      
    

          The Jobes Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C 

for its engineering significance and for Luten Bridge Company as a master builder.   
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Jobes Bridge 
County Route 12 
Near Littleton 
Wetzel County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer:  Sondra Mullins                                                                                October 2014  
                          
JOBES -1           End view looking northwest  
JOBES -2           End view looking southwest 
JOBES -3           Concrete deterioration along downstream side of deck 
JOBES -4           Guardrail (original parapet wall is missing)  
JOBES -5           Abutment #2 
JOBES -6           End view looking south  
JOBES -7           End view looking north  
JOBES -8           Looking inside arch at Abutment #1 
 
 
 
No original plans exist for this bridge.    
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1. End view looking northwest 2. End view looking  southwest 

  
3. Concrete deterioration along downstream side of deck 4. Guardrail 
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5. Abutment #2 6. End view looking south 

  
7. End view looking north  8. Looking inside arch at Abutment #1 
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    The data for this Special Inspection was obtained on August 18, 2014.  The inspection crew consisted of
Inspector J. Robinson and Team Leader A. Hall.  The inspection consisted of visually observing all parts of
the structure from the railings to the substructure units at ground level.  The entire underside was inspected
with the aid of a ladder while wearing hip boots.  A visual observation was made for scour due to the low
clear water.
    The structure was last inspected on August 22, 2013 by  M. Jarrett.  He conducted an Fourth In-Depth
Periodic  inspection and rated the structure in poor condition.  Substructure orientation corresponds with the
Straight Line Diagram.

    The structure is in poor condition.  The most serious deficiencies previously noted and their currant
condition are as follows:

     1.  There are still hairline to 1/8" cracks extending across both arched girders and the underside of the
deck.  A ¼" separation exists in the upstream girder near Abutment No. 2.  See Photos No. 1 through No.6.

    2.  There are three guardrail posts that are disconnected from the due to concrete deterioration.  See Photo
No. 7.

     3.  The low rated deck girders will be inspected again on or before August 18, 2015.
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PHOTO NO. 1 - HAIRLINE TO 1/8" CRACKS I THE UPSTREAM GIRDER

PHOTO NO. 2 - 1/8" CRACK IN THE UPSTREAM GIRDER
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PHOTO NO. 3 - HAIRLINE TO 18" CRACKS IN THE DOWNSTREAM GIRDER

PHOTO NO. 4 - CRACK IN THE DOWSTREAM GIRDER
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PHOTO NO. 5 - CRACKS WITH EFFLORESCENCE DOWNSTREAM GIRDER NEAR
ABUTMENT NO. 1

PHOTO NO. 6 - UP TO 1/4" SEPERATION IN UPSTREAM GIRDER AT ABUTMENT NO. 2
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PHOTO N0. 7 - DETACHED GUARDRAIL POST
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