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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE 

 
Location:                     County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 
            Morgan County 
                                    West Virginia 
                                     

                                        USGS Stotlers Crossroads Quadrangle 
 

Date of Construction:  1925                  
 

Builder:                          Polino Construction Company 
 

Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
           Division of Highways 
                                   1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                   Charleston, WV   25305 
 

Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 

 

Significance:               Pallet Factory Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
           under Criterion C for its uncommon design as each span has a through  
           girder with the parapet serving as the girder.  The bridge was built by Polino 
           Construction Company, considered a known regional or West Virginia  

         based builder whose work is distinguishable within the state.  
            
                                      

Project Information:   The project has been undertaken due to its poor condition and deficiencies 
         of the structure.  The project will provide a new bridge crossing Sleepy Creek 

       The existing bridge’s substructure is rated as poor and the superstructure is   
       in deteriorating condition. The existing bridge warrants replacement.    
       The documentation was undertaken in September 2020 in accordance with a        
       Memorandum of Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration,   
       West Virginia Department of Transportation, West Virginia State Historic  
       Preservation Office.   The bridge is scheduled to be replaced in 2021. 

 
           
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Randy Epperly, Historian 
                                  West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                  Charleston, WV   25305 
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Pallet Factory Bridge is located in Morgan County and carries County Route 13 over 
Sleepy Creek. The bridge consists of two spans and one lane carrying two way traffic.  It consists 
of concrete girders supported by two concrete abutments and a concrete pier.  It is 117 feet long.   
The bridge contains concrete parapet with recessed panels and a reinforced concrete deck with 
asphalt overlay.   The bridge is posted for weight restrictions.  It was constructed in 1925 by 
Polino Construction Company. 

 
Pallet Factory Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criterion C as a design uncommon in West Virginia and association with a regionally significant 
builder.  The uncommon design element consists of each span consisting of a through girder with 
the parapet serving as the girder.  Polino Construction Company is significant as a regional or 
West Virginia based builder whose work is recognizable in within the state (KCI, 2015). 
 

The existing bridge is seriously deteriorated and posted for weight restrictions.   The 
substructure is rated as poor due to the condition of the existing concrete.   The superstructure’s 
concrete is cracked and crumbling.  The bridge is also a one-lane bridge on a route with high 
Average Daily Traffic (ADT).  The ADT is 1,379 Vehicles Per Day (WVDOH, 2018). 

 
The WV Historic Bridge Survey noted the Pallet Factory Bridge is an uncommon design 

in West Virginia.   The survey nots “Each bridge span has a through girder design with the 
parapet serving as the girder.”   The survey also notes that Polino Construction Company was a 
“known West Virginia based firm whose work is recognized as distinguishable within the state of 
West Virginia.”  Further information on Polino Construction Company has not been found (KCI, 
2015).    
 

Concrete girder bridges began appearing in the United States in the early 1900s and 
were used primarily for shorter span bridges.  Pallet Factory Bridge is a through girder, meaning 
the deck is placed between the girders and the parapets serve as the girders.  The State Road 
Commission release standard plans for concrete through girders in the 1920s.  Pallet Factory 
Bridge is one of the oldest remaining concrete through girder bridges in West Virginia (KCI, p. 93-
95). 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 
County Route 13 
Sleepy Creek 
Morgan County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer:  Sondra Mullins       August 2019 
 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-1  Looking north at Pallet Factory Bridge         
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-2       Looking south at Pallet Factory Bridge   
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-3         View of parapet wall with a bridge plaque in the center 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-4         Looking upstream at Pallet Factory Bridge 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-5  Bridge builder plaque 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-6  County Commissioner and County Court bridge plaque 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-7  View of abutment and underside of bridge 
PALLET FACTORY BRIDGE-8         Downstream view showing pier and superstructure 
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LATITUDE:  39.54603° 

LONGITUDE:  -78.23246° 
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Name:  Pallet Factory Bridge.  Survey Number: MN-0237  Updated 8/29/19 
Project / FR#:  State County Route:  S333-13-10.66 
 

 
2019 Update:   Mead & Hunt and KCI surveyed Pallet Factory Bridge in 2013 as part of the WV Historic Bridge Survey 
and determined it was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C.   Outside of deterioration 
there have been no alterations to the bridge.   It continues to be eligible under Criterion C.  The bridge survey determined 
the bridge was not eligible under Criteria A or B.   Further research has not found a significant association with a time 
period, event, or person.   Therefore, the bridge remains not eligible under Criteria A or B.   Updated photos were taken 
August 27, 2019 to update the inventory sheet.    
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Photo #1 

Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County  

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

Looking north at Pallet Factory Bridge 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County 

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

Looking south at Pallet Factory Bridge 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County  

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

View of parapet wall with bridge plaque in the center 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County 

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

Looking upstream at Pallet Factory Bridge 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County 

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

Bridge builder plaque 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County 

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

County Commissioner and County Court bridge plaque 
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Pallet Factory Bridge 

Morgan County  

County Route 13 

View of abutment and underside of bridge 
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Pallet Factory  

Morgan County 

County Route 13, spanning Sleepy Creek 

Downstream view showing pier and superstructure 


