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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
SAULSBURY RUN ARCH BRIDGE 

 
 

Location:  Pocahontas County Route 4/1, over Saulsbury Run, near the 
unincorporated community of Arbovale, Pocahontas County, West 
Virginia. 
 
USGS Green Bank Quadrangle 

 
 

Date of Construction:   1913 
 
 
Builder:    York Bridge Company 
 
 
Present Owner:   West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Highways 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
Charleston, WV 25305 

 
 
Present Use:    Bridge 
 
 
Significance:  The Saulsbury Run Road Bridge is significant for its association 

with Frank D. McEnteer, a pioneer of reinforced concrete 
construction in West Virginia.  

 
 
Project Information:  The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the 

bridge. Future deterioration of the bridge could result in its closure, 
thus effectively closing Pocahontas County Route 4/1. This 
documentation was undertaken in April 2021 in accordance with a 
Memorandum of Agreement among the West Virginia Department 
of Transportation and West Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Office. These measures are required prior to replacement of this 
National Register eligible structure. The bridge is scheduled for 
replacement in 2022. 

 
 

Ahleah Boise, Historian 
West Virginia Division of Highways 
Charleston, WV 25305 
April 2021 
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The Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge carries County Route 4/1 over Saulsbury Run in north-

central Pocahontas County. Saulsbury Run is a tributary of Deer Creek, which is in turn a 

tributary of the Greenbrier River. The bridge is located in a rural area between the 

unincorporated communities of Boyer and Arbovale. County Route 4/1 is a short (0.3 miles) 

connector road between County Route 28/3 (Saulsbury Run Road) and County Route 4 (Green 

Bank Road). The bridge is located 80 feet south of the intersection of County Route 4/1 with 

County Route 28/3. The bridge had an average daily traffic of 22 vehicles in 2015.  

The Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge is a simple span reinforced concrete closed spandrel 

arch bridge built on spread footings. Plaques embedded in the inside parapets at center read 

“1913/COUNTY COURT/DR. N.R. PRICE/J.F. DARNELL/B.M. ARBOGAST/ --- /C.J. 

MCCARTY CLERK/J.H. KRAMER CO. ENGR” and “YORK BRIDGE CO./YORK, PA./BRIDGE 

BUILDERS/FRANK D. MCENTEER/CLARKSBURG, W. VA/CONSTRUCTING ENGINEER”. 

The span length is 33 feet from springing line to springing line, with an overall length of 34 feet 

from end-to-end of the parapets. The parapets have incised rectangular panels at regular 

intervals. The out-to-out width of the bridge is 13 feet, five inches, with a roadway width of 11 

feet, six inches, surfaced with hot laid bituminous concrete. Due to significant spalling of the 

concrete on the downstream arch ring, a molded and poured concrete repair is in place, which 

projects beyond the original plane of the spandrel. Concrete collars have been formed around 

both the north and south footing. Repairs have been made to the corners of the parapets.  

Pocahontas County History: The first Euro-American settlers in what would become 

Pocahontas County were Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewell, who established a settlement at the 

site of the present-day county seat of Marlinton, on the banks of the Greenbrier River. 

Pocahontas County was established in 1821, with Huntersville as the first county seat. Early 

residents of Pocahontas were primarily engaged in subsistence farming.1 The rugged terrain did 

not allow for large productive farms, but wheat, flax, corn, beans, and vegetables were grown 

for domestic consumption. Livestock raised included cattle and sheep.2  

Although the land was rugged and sparsely populated, several major turnpikes were 

built through Pocahontas County it in the 19th century. The Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, 

chartered in 1838, entered Pocahontas County at the crest of Alleghany Mountain, ran through 

Bartow, and across Cheat Mountain before connecting to the Huttonsville and Huntersville 

Turnpike in Huttonsville, Randolph County. The turnpike was intersected at Bartow by a public 

road which ran between there and Huntersville.3 This public road would become State Highway 

28. Although not a turnpike, it was in use prior to the Civil War. Along with Green Bank Road 

(County Route 4), it was used by Union soldiers during the Civil War Battle of Camp Alleghany 

on October 3, 1861.4  

The Pocahontas County timber boom began in the 1870s after the Chesapeake and 

Ohio Railway was built through Greenbrier County. Timber cut in Pocahontas was rafted down 

the Greenbrier River to Ronceverte to be milled and then carried to far-flung cities by rail. 

Eventually a branch of the C&O, called the Greenbrier Division, was constructed trough 

 
1 William P. McNeel, "Pocahontas County," e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia, last modified May 7, 2015, accessed October 4, 
2018. https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1876. 
2 Price, Historical Sketches of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 58-70. 
3 Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1853. Turnpike files, WVDOH offices.  
4 Update to the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields, Final Draft—State of West Virginia. 
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Pocahontas County. It followed the greenbrier River and reached Marlinton in 1900 and Durbin 

in 1902. The Coal and Coke Railroad was completed from Elkins to Durbin in 1913.  

The logging industry declined after 1920 due to the exhaustion of resources. Outdoor 

tourism became important in Pocahontas County in the 20th century. Huge tracts of land in 

Pocahontas County were deeded to the federal government and the Monongahela National 

Forest was established in 1920. The Civilian Conservation Corps was active in Pocahontas 

County during the 1930s and built recreation facilities at Droop Mountain Battlefield, Watoga 

State Park, and Seneca State Forest. The Coal and Coke Railroad was converted to a tourist 

train in the 1960s, and the 77-mile Greenbrier River Trail from Cass to Caldwell in Greenbrier 

County was established on the old roadbed of the C&O Greenbrier Division.  

Bridge background in relation to its location and surroundings: The Saulsbury Run 

Arch Bridge is located in a rural area between Boyer to the north and Arbovale to the south. The 

nearest incorporated community is Durbin (population 293) eight miles to the north. 

Unincorporated Green Bank (population 143) is five miles to the south.  

Saulsbury Run Road is a rural local road which provides access to residential properties 

and intersects West Virginia State Highway 28 (also State Highway 92 between Dunmore and 

Bartow). State Highway 28 was listed as the only Class A road in Pocahontas County in the first 

annual report of the State Road Commission of West Virginia issued in 1919. The subject bridge 

is located on a short connector road between Saulsbury Run Road (CR 28/1) and Green Bank 

Road (CR 4/1) to the south. A 1901 USGS topographic map shows that in 1901, the road 

between Green Bank and Bartow followed this alignment, which was bypassed at some point 

between 1901 and 1920.  

The bridge has undergone numerous repairs to address spalling of the concrete and 

undermining of the abutments. In 1987/88, a concrete collar was formed around the south 

springing line and shot rock was placed at the end of the downstream wingwall. A concrete 

collar around north springing line was placed in 1997 by anchoring rebar dowels into the 

existing concrete. Shot rock was placed at the upstream side of the east abutment at an 

unknown date. In 2014 a formed and poured repair was made to the heavily spalled 

downstream arch ring. Repairs to the damaged corners of the parapets were also made at this 

time. In 2016 a formed and poured repair was made to a five-foot section of the upstream arch 

ring near the footing. A wooden cattle guard was installed in 2015-16 by a local landowner on 

the downstream side.  

Other than a general association with transportation and area history, the Saulsbury Run 

Concrete Arch Bridge is not known to be associated with events which have made a significant 

contribution to broad patterns of the nation’s history. It is not related to any of several of 

historical contexts established for Pocahontas County. It was built in the early 20th century and 

is not associated with the Civil War history of the area, nor is it associated with the timber 

industry. The bridge is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criterion A.  

The Saulsbury Run Concrete Arch Bridge is not strongly associated with the lives of 

persons significant in the past. Frank. D. McEnteer, an engineer of regional significance, was 

the constructing engineer, however the bridge is not uniquely and specifically associated with 

McEnteer. It is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion B. 
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Extensive and incompatible alterations have compromised the historic integrity of the 

Saulsbury Run Concrete Arch Bridge, specifically in the aspects of design, materials, 

workmanship, and feeling. Despite the alterations, the bridge embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, and it is a rare type extant in the 

state. This bridge was designed or constructed by an engineer or firm whose work is 

distinguishable on the national level. For its association with Frank D. McEnteer, who pioneered 

the use of reinforced concrete in West Virginia, it is eligible for listing in the NRHP under 

Criterion C.   

The bridge was built in the 20th century of commonplace materials using common 

construction techniques. It is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D.   

Design Type and Representation in the State: The subject bridge is a single-span, 

closed spandrel elliptical arch built of reinforced concrete. This type of bridge was commonly 

used throughout the United States for short spans between the 1890s and the 1920s.5 The 

concrete arch is among the most commonly occurring bridge types in West Virginia. As of 2015, 

there were 453 remaining pre-1965 concrete arches in the state.  

Bridge Engineer and Fabricator (Frank McEnteer/ York Bridge Company): The 

Saulsbury Run Arch was commissioned by the Pocahontas County Court and built in 1913 by 

the York Bridge Company of York, Pennsylvania, in association with Frank D. McEnteer as the 

constructing engineer. McEnteer was born in Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania and attended Harvard 

School of Engineering, graduating in 1905. He moved to Clarksburg, West Virginia in 1911, 

where he was the construction engineer of the Palace Furniture Company building, the first 

reinforced concrete building in West Virginia. From 1912 until 1914, he advertised his services 

as a contracting engineer specializing in fire-proof buildings and designs in reinforced concrete.6 

In 1914, McEnteer incorporated the Concrete-Steel Bridge Company with P.M. Harrison, 

formerly the Clarksburg representative of the York Bridge Company, as partner.7  The York 

Bridge Company was liquidated in 1915.8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Historic Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, 3-65 to 3-66. 
6 The Daily Telegram, Clarksburg West Virginia, Advertisements and Classifieds, February 8, 1912, et. al. 

7 Emory L. Kemp, West Virginia’s Historic Bridges, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, West Virginia 
Department of Highways, West Virginia Department of Culture and History, 1984, p. 132. 

8 The Lock-Haven Express “York Bridge Company Sold” Friday, September 3, 1915, p. 5.  
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Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 
County Route 4/1 over Saulsbury Run 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia 
 

Photographer: Ahleah Boise, WVDOH     September 27, 2018 

 

Saulsbury Arch 1  North approach to bridge, view south 
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1. North approach to bridge, view south. (Photo: WVDOH September 
2018) 

2. South approach to bridge, view north. (Photo: WVDOH September 
2018) 

  

3. Upstream elevation. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 4. Downstream elevation. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 
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5. View of south abutment, showing alterations, including collar around 
the abutment, repairs to the arch ring, and wooden cattle guard. 
(Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 

6. View of north abutment. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 

  

7.  Metal plaque on west parapet. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 8. Metal plaque on east parapet. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 
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9. Repair to north parapet corner of west abutment. (Photo: WVDOH 
September 2018) 

10. Repair to south parapet corner of west abutment. (Photo: WVDOH 
September 2018) 

  

11. Repair to north parapet corner of east abutment. (Photo: WVDOH 
September 2018) 

12. Repair to south parapet corner of east abutment. (Photo: WVDOH 
September 2018) 



State Level Historic Documentation Photographs 
Saulsbury Run Concrete Arch Bridge Replacement  
Pocahontas County   

 
 

  

13. West parapet. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 14. East parapet. (Photo: WVDOH September 2018) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

North approach to bridge, view south   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run  

South approach to bridge, view north 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 3 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Upstream elevation 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 4 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Downstream elevation 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 5 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

View of south abutment, showing alterations, including collar around the abutment, repairs to the arch 

ring, and wooden cattle guard 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 6 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

View of north abutment 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 7 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Metal plaque on west parapet 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Metal plaque on east parapet 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 9 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Repair to north parapet corner of west abutment 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 10 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Repair to south parapet corner of west abutment 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 11 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Repair to north parapet corner of east abutment 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 12 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

Repair to south parapet corner of east abutment 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 13 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

West parapet 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 14 

Saulsbury Run Arch Bridge 

Pocahontas County 

County Route 4/1 spanning Saulsbury Run 

East parapet 

 



 

LOCATION MAP 
SAULSBURY RUN ARCH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

STATE PROJECT NO. 38-4/1-0.26 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

WVDOH Pocahontas County Highway Map 2014 

Project Location 



LOCATION MAP 
SAULSBURY RUN ARCH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

STATE PROJECT NO. 38-4/1-0.26 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

 

Project Location 

USGS Topographic Map 
Green Bank Quadrangle 
Scale 1:24000 
1995 



HISTORIC RESOURCES AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT 
Saulsbury Run Road Bridge Replacement 

State Project No. 38-4/1-0.26 
Pocahontas County 

 

 

The Historic Resources Area of Potential Effect is outlined in pink. Project area is outlined in red.  

Saulsbury Run Bridge 















West Virginia 
Historic Bridge Inventory Form

SHPO Survey No. PH-0189

Local Name SAULSBURY RUN ARCH

Other Local Name

Owner State Highway Agency

Status Extant - in service

District 08 County Pocahontas

Location 0.02 MI S CR 28/3

Facility Carried By Structur CR 4/1

Features Intersected SAULSBURY RUN

Latitude 38283000 Longitude 079475400

UTM-Northing

UTM-Easting

Main Span Type Concrete Arch - Deck

Main Span Type Code 111

Number of Spans in Main Unit 001

Number of Approach Spans 0000

Structure Length (ft) 34

Length of Maximum Span (ft) 33

Year Built 1913

Year Reconstructed

Engineer or Designer Frank D. McEnteers Associates Builder or Fabricator York Bridge Company

Bridge Plan Location Unknown

Truss Bridge Type Truss Details

Arrangement

Connection Type

Alteration(s)

Inconsistent repair to original materials

Date of Alterations (Year)

Unknown

Architectural Treatment(s)

Decorative rail/parapet

Surrounding Land Use Agricultural

Type of Development Rural - (undeveloped area outside communities)

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

LOCATIONAL AND SETTING INFORMATION

STRUCTURAL INFORMATION

BRIDGE HISTORY

BRIDGE DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

UTM Zone

Average Daily Traffic 000020 Year 2003

Sufficiency Rating 0312
(Note: Data current as of April 2006 database)

Skew 00

Additional Details: Closed spandrel elliptical arch.  Concrete parapet rail with incised vertical panels considered an architectural treatment.  
Inappropriate concrete reinforcement at arch base and abutment.  Rip-rap placed at northeast corner. 

Bridge No. 38-004/01-000.26 BARS No. 38A009 Federal Bridge No. 00000000038A009 Bridge Design No.  8305.0

Bridge Plate Text
(2) plaques.  "1913, COUNTY COURT, DR. N.R. PRICE, J.F. DARNELL, B.M. 
ARBOGAST, C.J. MCCARTY, CLERK, J.H. DRAMER, CO. ENG'R" and "YORK 
BRIDGE CO., YORK, PA, BRIDGE BUILDERS, FRANK D. MCENTEER, 
CLARKSBURG, W.VA., CONSTRUCTING ENGINEER"

Page 1 of 2



38A009_1.jpg

38A009_2.jpg

National Register Determination Eligible

National Register Determination Date 2013

Reason Not Evaluated

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION INFORMATION

This bridge is not eligible for the National Register under Criterion A as it does not have a significant association with an important historic transportation 
system, program, event, trend, or policy identified through contextual research and survey activities.
This bridge was designed or constructed by an engineer or firm whose work is distinguishable on the national level.
This bridge displays one or more architectural treatments.
Although this bridge has undergone alterations, it still retains the historic integrity necessary to convey its engineering significance and, therefore, is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion C.

Bridge No. 38-004/01-000.26 BARS No. 38A009 Federal Bridge No. 00000000038A009 Bridge Design No.  8305.0

Form Prepared By Mead & Hunt and KCI

Form Preparation Date 2013

West Virginia Historic Bridge Inventory Form
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: Saulsbury Concrete Arch Bridge 
SURVEY NUMBER: PH-0189 
PROJECT/FR NUMBER: 38-4/1-0.26 

Continuation Sheet Date: September 17, 2018 
 
Continuation Sheet prepared by: 
Ahleah Boise 
Historian 
West Virginia Division of Highways 
1334 Smith Street 
Charleston, WV 25305 
304-558-9677 
 
Prepared for: 
Saulsbury Run Bridge Replacement 
State Project 38-4/1-0.26 
Pocahontas County 
 
Location Map: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting: Set in the flat bottom land of Deer Creek Valley, the bridge carries County Route 4/1 over Saulsbury Run, a 
tributary of Deer Creek, which is in turn a tributary of the Greenbrier River. Low rolling hills rise to the north and south. 
The surrounding areas are grazing land, with grasses and low shrubs. Buffalo Ridge runs north-south to the east, and 
the Back Allegheny mountains rise to the west.  
 
  

Saulsbury Concrete Arch Bridge 
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NAME: Saulsbury Concrete Arch Bridge 
SURVEY NUMBER: PH-0189 
PROJECT/FR NUMBER: 38-4/1-0.26 

 
Description: The structure is a simple span reinforced concrete closed spandrel arch bridge built on spread footings. 
Plaques embedded in the inside parapets at center read “1913/COUNTY COURT/DR. N.R. PRICE/J.F. DARNELL/B.M. 
ARBOGAST/ --- /C.J. MCCARTY CLERK/J.H. KRAMER CO. ENGR” and “YORK BRIDGE CO./YORK, PA./BRIDGE 
BUILDERS/FRANK D. MCENTEER/CLARKSBURG, W. VA/CONSTRUCTING ENGINEER”. The span length is 33 feet from 
springing line to springing line, with an overall length of 34 feet from end-to-end of the parapets. The parapets have incised 
rectangular panels at regular intervals. The out-to-out width of the bridge is 13 feet, 5 inches, with a roadway width of 11 
feet, 6 inches, surfaced with hot laid bituminous concrete. Due to significant spalling of the concrete on the downstream 
arch ring, a molded and poured concrete repair is in place, which projects beyond the original plane of the spandrel. 
Concrete collars have been formed around both the north and south footing. Repairs have been made to the corners of the 
parapets.  
 
 Statement of Significance: The first Euro-American settlers in what would become Pocahontas County were Jacob Marlin 
and Stephen Sewell, who established a settlement at the site of the present-day Marlinton, on the banks of the Greenbrier 
River. Pocahontas County was established in 1821, with Huntersville as the county seat. Early residents of Pocahontas 
were primarily engaged in subsistence farming.1 The rugged terrain did not allow for large productive farms, but wheat, flax, 
corn, beans, and vegetables were grown for domestic consumption. Livestock raised included cattle and sheep.2  
 
Although the land was rugged and sparsely populated, several major turnpikes were built through Pocahontas County it in 
the 19th century. The Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, chartered in 1838, entered Pocahontas County at the crest of 
Alleghany Mountain, ran through Bartow, and across Cheat Mountain before connecting to the Huttonsville and Huntersville 
Turnpike in Huttonsville, Randolph County. The turnpike was intersected at Bartow by a public road which ran between 
there and Huntersville.3 This public road would become State Highway 28. Although not a turnpike, it was in use prior to the 
Civil War. Along with Green Bank Road (County Route 4), it was used by Union soldiers during the Civil War Battle of Camp 
Alleghany on October 3, 1861.4  
 
Saulsbury Run Road is a rural local road which provides access to residential properties and intersects United States 
Highway 28. US Highway 28 was listed as the only Class A road in Pocahontas County in the first annual report of the State 
Road Commission of West Virginia issued in 1919. The subject bridge is located on a short connector road between 
Saulsbury Run Road (CR 28/1) and Green Bank Road (CR 4/1) to the south. A 1901 USGS topographic map shows that in 
1901, the road between Green Bank and Bartow followed this alignment, which was bypassed at some point between 1901 
and 1920.  
 
The subject bridge was commissioned by the Pocahontas County Court and built in 1913 by the York Bridge Company of 
York, Pennsylvania, in association with Frank D. McEnteer as the constructing engineer. McEnteer was born in 
Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania and attended Harvard School of Engineering, graduating in 1905. He moved to Clarksburg, 
West Virginia in 1911, where he was the construction engineer of the Palace Furniture Company building, the first reinforced 
concrete building in West Virginia. From 1912 until 1914, he advertised his services as a contracting engineer specializing 
in fire-proof buildings and designs in reinforced concrete.5 In 1914, McEnteer incorporated the Concrete-Steel Bridge 
Company with P.M. Harrison, formerly the Clarksburg representative of the York Bridge Company, as partner.6 The York 
Bridge Company was liquidated in 1915.7 (Cont.) 
  

                                                 
1 William P. McNeel, "Pocahontas County," e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia, last modified May 7, 2015, accessed October 4, 
   2018. https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1876. 
2 Price, Historical Sketches of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 58-70. 
3 Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1853. Turnpike files, WVDOH offices.  
4 Update to the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields, Final Draft—State of West Virginia. 
5 The Daily Telegram, Clarksburg West Virginia, Advertisements and Classifieds, February 8, 1912, et. al. 
6 Emory L. Kemp, West Virginia’s Historic Bridges, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, West Virginia 
Department of Highways, West Virginia Department of Culture and History, 1984, p. 132. 
7 The Lock-Haven Express “York Bridge Company Sold” Friday, September 3, 1915, p. 5.  
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The bridge is a single-span, closed spandrel elliptical arch design built of reinforced concrete. This type of bridge was most 
commonly used for short spans between the 1890s and the 1920s.8 Board forms were used in the casting process. The 
components of the bridge are the abutments, the superstructure, which was cast in two pieces, and the parapets, which are 
also cast separately.  
 
The bridge has undergone numerous repairs to address spalling of the concrete and undermining of the abutments. In 
1987/88, a concrete collar was formed around the south springing line and shot rock was placed at the end of the 
downstream wingwall. A concrete collar around north springing line was placed in 1997 by anchoring rebar dowels into the 
existing concrete. Shot rock was placed at the upstream side of abutment 2 at an unknown date. In 2014 a formed and 
poured repair was made to the heavily spalled downstream arch ring. Repairs to the damaged corners of the parapets were 
also made at this time. In 2016 a formed and poured repair was made to a five-foot section of the upstream arch ring near 
the footing. A wooden cattle guard was installed in 2015-16 by a local landowner on the downstream side.  
 
NRHP Criteria Evaluation: Other than a general association with transportation and area history, the Saulsbury Run 
Concrete Arch Bridge is not known to be associated with events which have made a significant contribution to broad patterns 
of the nation’s history. It is not related to any of several of historical contexts established for Pocahontas County. It was built 
in the early 20th century and is not associated with the Civil War history of the area, nor is it associated with the timber 
industry. The bridge is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A.  
 
The Saulsbury Run Concrete Arch Bridge is not strongly associated with the lives of persons significant in the past. Frank. 
D. McEnteer, an engineer of regional significance, was the constructing engineer, however the bridge is not uniquely and 
specifically associated with McEnteer. It is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion B. 
 
Extensive and incompatible alterations have compromised the historic integrity of the Saulsbury Run Concrete Arch Bridge, 
specifically in the aspects of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling. It cannot be said that the bridge embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. Although this bridge was designed or constructed by 
an engineer or firm whose work is distinguishable on the national level, due to alterations to the design intent and materials, 
it is not representative of the work of a master, nor does it possess high artistic values. It is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP under Criterion C.  
 
The bridge was built in the 20th century of commonplace materials using common construction techniques. It is not eligible 
for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D.   
 
  

                                                 
8 Historic Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, 3-65 to 3-66. 



 

 

Page 4 of 6 

 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: Saulsbury Concrete Arch Bridge 
SURVEY NUMBER: PH-0189 
PROJECT/FR NUMBER: 38-4/1-0.26 

References 
 

Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1853. Turnpike files, WVDOH offices, Charleston, West Virginia.  
 
“Battle Summaries: Cheat Mountain; Greenbrier River; Camp Alleghany”. Civil War Sites Advisory Committee: American 
Battlefield Protection Program, National Park Service. Accessed September 28, 2018. https://www.nps.gov/abpp/civil.htm. 
 
Bridge Inspection Reports. Saulsbury Run Arch, Saulsbury Run, Pocahontas County Route 4/1. West Virginia Division of 
Highways, Charleston West Virginia. 1994, 2012, 2014, 2016.  
 
Daily Telegram, The. (Clarksburg West Virginia). Advertisements and Classifieds. February 8, 1912, et. al. 
 
Kemp, Emory L. "Frank Duff McEnteer." e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. Last modified December 7, 2015. 
Accessed October 4, 2018. 
 
Kemp, Emory L. West Virginia’s Historic Bridges. Prepared for the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, West Virginia Department of Highways, and West Virginia Department of Culture and History. 
Morgantown, West Virginia: University of West Virginia. 1984. 
 
Lock-Haven Express, The. (Lock-Haven Pennsylvania). “York Bridge Company Sold”. Friday, September 3, 1915. 
 
McNeel, William P. "Greenbrier Division." e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. Last modified February 13, 2012. 
Accessed September 26, 2018. 
 
McNeel, William P. "Pocahontas County." e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. Last modified May 7, 2015. Accessed 
October 4, 2018. 
 
National Park Service. Update to the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields: 
State of West Virginia. American Battlefield Protection Program. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior. 2010.  
 
Parsons Brinckerhoff and Engineering and Industrial Heritage. Historic Context for Common Historic Bridge Types. 
Prepared for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program, Transportation Research Council, and the National 
Research Council. 2005. 
 
Price, William T. Historical Sketches of Pocahontas County. Marlinton, West Virginia: Price Brothers, Publishers. 1901. 
 
Rice, Otis K. A History of Greenbrier County, West Virginia. Hugheston, West Virginia: Author. 1986. 
 
USGS Historical Topographic Map Explorer. Monterey Quadrangle, 1901, 1:125,000, Cass Quadrangle, 1924, 1:62,500 
and Green Bank Quadrangle, 1960, 1979, and 1995 1:24,000. Accessed September 2018. 
http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/ 
 
West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office Interactive Map. West Virginia Division of Culture and History. Accessed 
September 2018. https://mapwv.gov/shpo/viewer/index.html. 
 
USDA Forest Service. Upper Greenbrier Watershed Assessment. Greenbrier Ranger District, Monongahela National 
Forest. 2007.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Page 5 of 6 

 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: Saulsbury Concrete Arch Bridge 
SURVEY NUMBER: PH-0189 
PROJECT/FR NUMBER: 38-4/1-0.26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Elevation view, 
upstream (east) side. 
(Photo WVDOH, 
September 2018) 

Elevation view, 
downstream (west) 
side. (Photo WVDOH, 
September 2018) 
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Detail: bridge plaque. 
(Photo WVDOH, 
September 2018) 
 

Detail: bridge plaque 
(Photo WVDOH, 
September 2018) 
 






