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HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD UNDERPASS BRIDGE 

 
Location:                     West Virginia State Route 28 and Abernathy Run 
                                    Springfield 
                                    Hampshire County 
                                    West Virginia 
 
                                    USGS Springfield Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:   circa 1880             
 
Builder:                        South Branch Railroad Company  
                                     
                                     
Present Owner:           West Virginia State Rail Authority 
                                    120 Water Plant Drive 
                                    Moorefield, WV   26836 
 
Present Use:               Railroad Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Springfield Railroad Underpass is significant on the local level with a period of  
                                     significance 1890 to 1952.  
 
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the  
                                     Underpass bridge.  Any future deterioration of the underpass bridge will result in its  
                                     closure, the existing underpass warrants replacement.  The documentation was  
                                     undertaken in July 2015 in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement among  
                                     the West Virginia Department of Transportation and West Virginia State Historic  
                                     Preservation Office. These measures are required prior to replacement of this  
                                     National Register eligible structure. 
 
                                     Sondra L. Mullins, Structural Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25301 
                                     July 10, 2015 
 
 
 

                                                                                                               



                                                                                                         Springfield Railroad Underpass                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                Page 2 
         

BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD HISTORY 
         The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company (B & O) was chartered on 
February 28, 1827 by businessmen from Baltimore, Maryland.  The goal of 
the businessmen was to ensure that traffic was not lost to the proposed 
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal.  By the end of the 19th century the B & O had 
almost 5,800 miles of track connecting Chicago and St. Louis to Baltimore, 
Washington, Philadelphia, and New York City.   

 
          In the 1840’s the mainline of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B & O) was completed in 
Hampshire County along the Potomac River.  No rail line existed linking the South Branch 
Potomac River Valley.  Beginning in the 1870’s groups of Kanawha County businessmen and 
entrepreneurs formed a company designated the West Virginia Railroad Company.  This venture 
never got off the ground and folded a few years later.  Next some business men from the South 
Branch Valley wanted to build the railroad line into Petersburg.  Their company name was 
Cumberland, Moorefield and Petersburg Railroad Company.  As with the WV Railroad Company 
the rail line was never constructed.   
 
          On September 1, 1884 the B & O opened 16.29 miles of track from Green Spring to 
Romney. The line at Green Spring dates back to 1880.  The B & O line took ownership of the 
current rail line in 1913 with an interest in connecting it from Petersburg to Romney with the main 
line of the B & O at Green Spring.  The rail lines of the South Branch Railroad and the Hampshire 
Southern Railroad were built to help the industrial, timber and agricultural lands in Hampshire, 
Hardy and Grant Counties.  Neither one of these rail lines were profitable but always had the 
potential to increase with the hauling of goods.  In 1958 the poultry industry was about 85% of the 
rail line business hauling feed.       
 
           By 1961 the Chesapeake & Ohio (C & O) had acquired 61% control of the B & O.  By May 
1962 the merger was approved.  Combined these two companies 
controlled 11,000 miles of track.  On June 15, 1973, the Chessie 
System became the parent company of the B & O, C & O and the Western Maryland Railroad.  
The Chessie System and the Seaboard System merged under the control of the CSX Corporation 
on November 1, 1980.  By 1986, CSX merged all the railroads into CSX Transportation ending 
the history of the B & O.         
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         In the 1970’s the South Branch line of the B & O (part of the Chessie System) was in traffic 
decline and railroad deterioration.  The B & O announced they wanted to abandon the rail line.  
State and local leaders worked to stop this from happening.  The leaders felt without the railroad 
it would make it uneconomical for local businesses to grow in the area.  With the growing truck 
rates it would have not been profitable to transport out of the area.  Therefore, the railroad was 
key to keeping those businesses alive.   
 

         In February 1976, the West Virginia Railroad 
Maintenance Authority was formed to help save the South 
Branch line.  The B & O decided to give the State of West 
Virginia the railroad line and on October 11, 1978 the title to 
the railroad was handed over to Governor John D. Rockefeller 

thus forming The West Virginia State Rail Authority. The last B & O train ran on October 14, 1978 
and on October 15th, the State of West Virginia became the first state to own and operate its own 
railroad.  On October 16, 1978 the first South Branch Valley Railroad (SBVR) train left Moorefield 
for Green Springs.   
 
         The SBVR consists of 52.4 miles of railroad from Petersburg to Green Spring.  Over the 
years the railroad had fallen into disrepair and needed to be rehabilitated.  In 1979, the SBVR 
developed a six year plan to upgrade the rail line and bridges.  In 1985 major flooding occurred 
on the South Branch line destroying most of the rail line and bridges.  Reconstruction began on 
the railroad two years later.  The SBVR continues to provide a valuable transportation link in the 
area with all the customers it provides for today and in the future.   
 
         Excursion trains began running in 1979 
from Moorefield to Sector.  Today the 
excursion trains continue under the Eagle 
Canon Passenger Car Company.  The 
excursion train known as The Potomac Eagle 
is one of the most popular excursion trains in 
the region.  The trains run out of the 
Wappocomo Station in Romney.   
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SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD UNDERPASS DESCRIPTION 
 
The original line of the Springfield Railroad Underpass 
Bridge was built circa 1880 by the South Branch Railroad 
Company with replacements to the structures 1931 
(August 1, 2014 Bridge Inspection Report).  The existing 
underpass is a 23 span 376’2” timber trestle and deck 
plate girder.  The timber trestle is composed of semi-
continuous 3 or 4 ply timber 8” x 16” stringers beneath 
each rail.  The steel portion of the bridge is two simple 
spans with 66” deep built up plate girders.  The girders 
are braced with cross frames and lateral bracing.  The single plate girders per rail are considered 

fracture critical.  The bridge is supported by timber 
frame bents, timber pike bents and three solid concrete 
wall piers.  There are timber backwalls at each end and 
a timber wingwall at the southeast approach.  The 
bridge has an open deck composed of jointed rails, ties, 
tie spacer and deck anchors.  The annual bridge 
inspection report dated August 1, 2014 requests that 
several repairs are needed to the existing structure.      

 
           The project will replace the existing timber 
trestle spans from approximately Bent 7 (see plan 
sheets) to existing Pier 1 with a single span deck 
girder bridge over Abernathy Run.  The 
replacement deck girders for this project will be 
utilized from the Adamston Railroad Underpass 
Bridge which spanned US 50 in Clarksburg, WV.    
       
                                                                
          The Springfield Railroad Underpass is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 

under Criterion A for its local railroad significance.     
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Springfield Railroad Underpass 
Over Abernathy Run and WV 28 
Springfield 
Hampshire County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer:  Sondra Mullins                                                                                June 2015  
                          
SPRING -1           West elevation of spans over Abernathy Run & WV 28  
SPRING -2           Concrete wall used as a pier  
SPRING -3           East elevation of spans over Abernathy Run & WV 28 
SPRING -4           Bolt connections at footer  
SPRING -5           Sideview of trestle 
SPRING -6           Ground elevation underneath the railroad trestle  
SPRING -7           Sideview of truss on concrete piers, looking south  
SPRING -8           Underside of deck 
SPRING -9           Sway brace 
SPRING -10         Observation deck on railroad 
SPRING -11         Bolt connection  
SPRING -12         Bolt connection 
SPRING -13         Sway braces 
SPRING -14         Sideview of truss, looking south  
SPRING -15         Southern approach on rail line, looking north 
SPRING -16         Stinger 1 looking north from Bent 11 
SPRING -17         Bent cap 
SPRING -18         Southern approach of trestle  
 
Current plan sheets (typical section, plan and elevation) 
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Photo 1 -West Elevation of spans over Abernathy Run & WV 28 Photo 2- Concrete wall used as a pier 

 
 

Photo 3- East Elevation of spans over Abernathy Run & WV 28 Photo 4- Bolt connections at footer 
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Photo 5- Sideview of trestle Photo 6- Ground elevation view underneath the railroad trestle 

  
Photo 7- Sideview of truss on concrete piers, looking south Photo 8- Underside of deck 
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Photo 9- Sway brace Photo 10- Observation deck on railroad  

 
 

Photo 11- Bolt connection Photo 12- Bolt connection 
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Photo 13- Sway braces Photo 14- Sideview of truss, looking north 

  
Photo 15- Southern  Approach on rail line, looking north Photo 16- Stringer 1 looking north from Bent 11 
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Photo 17- Bent Cap Photo 18- Southern approach of the trestle 
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Style 

Railroad trestle 
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Roofing  Material 

N/A 
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